CRISES  OF   THE   SIXTEENTH  CENTURY

families have died out, but every profession has remained at about
the level it then occupied.

This system was marked by features which were the result of the
sale of offices and were peculiar to French society; among these
were the exceptionally high position of the bourgeoisie, the enor-
mous number of lawyers, judges, or holders of minor offices living
in the towns, the respect attaching to public office, and the
preference shown for the profession of an official.
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